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We are overjoyed to announce that Dr. Feride Rushiti and The Kosova Rehabilitation Center
for Torture Victims (KRCT) have been nominated for the prestigious 2025 Nobel Peace
Prize. This remarkable recognition, proposed by Swedish Parliament member Magnus
Jacobsson, celebrates their tireless efforts to empower and rehabilitate survivors of sexual
violence from the Kosovo conflict. It is a powerful acknowledgment of their dedication to
justice, healing, and fostering a more compassionate, unified society.

Dr. Rushiti, an esteemed member of the Rotary Club Prishtina Dardania since December
2022, has been a driving force in advancing mental health services and promoting peace in
Kosovo. Her leadership has been instrumental in the Rotary Club Prishtina Dardania’s
collaboration with KRCT on the project "Minds for Peace: Advancing Mental Health Services
in Primary Education to Foster Peace." This initiative focuses on enhancing mental health
support for students in lower secondary schools (grades 6-9) across Kosovo, tackling critical
challenges revealed in a recent needs' assessment.

The "Minds for Peace" project, initially supported by USAID and the Rotary Foundation
through the “Hearts of Europe” Global Grant program, is a three-year endeavor designed to
foster collaboration, networking, and friendship between Rotary clubs in Eastern Europe and
the United States. With the host club of Prishtina Dardania, the international sponsor
Keystone Rotary Club of District 7280, and KRCT as the implementing partner, Rotary is
working to ensure that school psychologists are equipped with the necessary tools and
training to address student trauma effectively.

The Nobel Peace Prize nomination shines a spotlight not only on the extraordinary impact of
Dr. Rushiti and KRCT, but also on the resilience and courage of the survivors who inspire
their mission. It serves as a beacon of hope and a call to action, reminding us of the
importance of continuing this vital work.

Here is a link to her interview: Nobel Peace Prize Dr. Feride Rushiti

Peace Pole Installed in Smethport
Recently, at the Hamlin Memorial Library, a Peace Pole was erected on the front corner of
the property by Smethport Rotary. The Peace Pole is an internationally-recognized symbol of
the hopes and dreams of the entire human family, standing vigil in silent prayer for peace
on earth.

The pole has the message “May Peace Prevail On Earth” in four different languages:
English, French, Italian and Swedish, which relate to the local cultures within our area as
well as internationally. May Peace Prevail on Earth.
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New Castle Interactors Receive Graduation Pins
The senior class Interact members of the Lawrence County Career and Technical Center
received their pins for graduation from Rotary Club of New Castle Past President Heather

Armstrong.

Also pictured is Alyssa Corbin, senior Health Assistant student from Ellwood City, in front of
her long term project honoring LCCTC family members who are vets.

Their advisor is Donna Pasterick (left).

Bradford President DJ's at



Rehabilitation Center Luncheon

Scott Bayline - Keystone 2025 Rotarian of the Year



Phil Smith Honored by Keystone E-Club





How to Connect With Keystone E-Club



Saxonburg Hello Summer Bar Bingo Night

July 31, 2025
Bastion Distillery, 115 N Isabella St, Saxonburg, PA

Please join Saxonburg Area Rotary Club for a fun-filled evening at Bastion Distillery, 115 N
Isabella St, Saxonburg, PA 16056. Bingo starts at 6pm. We play 10 games. The last game is
a Cover-All. There’s also a 50-50. Come hungry and thirsty - try Bastion’s great food and
drinks. The money we raise is going to our community project - a playground in Roebling
Park.



Saxonburg Christmas in July Trolley Crawl



Rich-Mar Willing to Help Clubs Achieve 501c3 Status
Rich-Mar Rotary achieved a 501c(3) designation from the IRS within the last month. We see
this as, for example, a big advantage in obtaining donations, using it as a prerequisite to a
PA sales tax exemption, legitimizing some partnerships with other similar organizations in
the community and affording us some free articles and publicity in various local magazines
and media outlets. We are not the first club to achieve this designation in the district, but
we are willing to provide some counsel to any other district club interested in pursuing this.

Contact club President Dave Hein for more information - dlhein94@gmail.com

Butler AM Updates

mailto:dlhein94@gmail.com


Our club president with the Platinum Award received at the District Conference.

Work day photo from Ellen's House project. Supplies were rearranged as we prepared the
space for carpet installation. The project is nearing the end as the child enjoyment space

will then be completed with cabinet installation and activity centers.



Induction of new member Charles!

A Note from Jack Miller,
President Appalachia Mission Impact Club

Appalachia Mission Impact Club just completed a week-long mission trip to Mullens, WV. It



was a hot, humid but dry week of weather which we were thankful for. We worked on 7
different homes, not including some repairs completed at the United Methodist Church
where we stayed. We had 65 missionaries split between 30 adults and 35 youth from 5

different school districts.

Work began on June 5th with an advance team of adults who get onsite early to check in
with each jobsite to deliver any specialty items we had to purchase locally here in

Pittsburgh and to make sure all the materials that we'd ordered had been delivered and
were accurate. In addition, this year we loaded between 4 and 5 thousand dollars’ worth of
food and water which we delivered to a local food bank in Welch, WV that was devastated

by flooding in March. We also finalized all of our food purchases in the area. We try to
source as many things from the local area businesses as we can. This helps to build and

strengthen their economy and provide additional jobs.

Our week of work began on June 8th as we greeted all the missionaries who caravanned in
cars and trucks that drove in a convoy from Pittsburgh to Mullens. After settling into our
new home away from home for the week, we enjoyed games, food, job site assignments,
and fellowship. The week ahead was filled with jobs that involved: replacing a large roof,

installing a handicap ramp with deck and roof, replacing a standard shower with a handicap
walk-in shower, jacking up a house to replace rotted foundation, underpinning, rotted

decks, steps, doors, windows, insulation, drywall, numerous electrical repairs, and paint
which just begins to scratch the surface of the work that was completed.

The week went fast and on our last day, we hosted a dinner for the entire community. After
70 people came through the doors to be fed, we lost count. What an incredible blessing to

be able to help all the people in and around the Mullens area. We are already looking
forward to next year and the planning begins July 1st. If you would like to learn more,

attend our monthly meetings, or would consider joining us, please feel free to join us at any
of our monthly meetings. They are always the first Tuesday of the month and are held in

the Willies' restaurant in Valencia at 6:30pm in the fishbowl.

Follow them on Facebook and Instagram (Mullens Appalachia Mission):
https://www.facebook.com/ search/top?q=mullens% 20appalachia%20mission

https://www.facebook.com/search/top?q=mullens%20appalachia%20mission


It's Time to

Stock The Box - ShelterBox USA
When disasters strike without warning, access to shelter can mean the difference between
life and death.
In the past year, ShelterBox supported over 325,000 people in 14 countries. With
prepositioned aid, we swiftly responded to crises in Morocco, Malawi, Ukraine, Gaza, and
beyond.

https://www.shelterboxusa.org/stockthebox/


Even though we are no longer stocking boxes, we need your help to restock our global
warehouses to preposition aid. Your donation of essential aid enables us to continue
supporting people who are facing unimaginable challenges.
Take the ShelterBox 25 in 25 Challenge by sharing this and other ShelterBox YouTube clips
with 25 friends and family.

Prepositioned Aid Saves Lives
(YouTube)

ShelterBoxUSA YouTube Channel

The ShelterBox YouTube clips are an easy yet poignant way to introduce ShelterBox to
someone. Consider using a video during a meeting when you don’t have a speaker
scheduled or as a short focus during a meal.

ShelterBox District 7305 and 7280 Ambassadors
Dave & Melanie Sturrock

7954 Franklin Rd, Evans City, PA 724-991-4750
dtsturrock@gmail.com
https://www.shelterboxusa.org

New Port Allegany Geocache Trail Combines Student
Innovation, Outdoor Exploration, and Community Svc

Port Allegany, PA – June 2025 – The Port Allegany Rotary Club, in collaboration with
Seneca Highlands Career and Technical Center (SHCTC), proudly announces the completion
of the Port Allegany Geocache Trail—a 1.6-mile public trail experience that blends hands-on

learning, historical education, and outdoor recreation.

Launched in spring 2025, this innovative project features 12 interactive geocache locations
designed and placed by SHCTC students, highlighting both local history and the diverse

career and technical programs offered at the CTC. The trail winds through scenic woodland
and park areas, now enhanced with newly constructed footbridges, a large trailhead kiosk,

and updated signage—all built by SHCTC’s Building Construction students.

“This project exemplifies what Career and Technical Education is all about—real-world skills,
collaboration across disciplines, and giving back to the community,” said Brent Bryant,
Networking and Telecommunications instructor at SHCTC. “Students didn’t just build

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0g4jkcbG32s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0g4jkcbG32s
https://www.youtube.com/%40ShelterBoxUS/videos
mailto:dtsturrock@gmail.com
https://www.shelterboxusa.org/


something—they created an experience for the entire town.”

The digital geocaching component, developed by students in the Networking and Design
programs, allows visitors to navigate the trail using GPS-enabled mobile devices. Each cache
includes a logbook, small take-home items (“swag”), and content about CTC programs or

local landmarks—including a tribute to the historic Hogan structure that once stood nearby.

The Port Allegany Recreation Association granted access to the trail area and supported
environmental improvements, while McKean County GIS provided professional mapping
software to guide the project’s layout. Funding for the trailhead signage, materials, and

geocaching components was made possible by a Rotary District 7280 Grant, sponsored
by the Port Allegany Rotary Club.

Residents and visitors are invited to bring their curiosity, hiking shoes, and mobile devices
to explore the trail. It's a new way to discover the natural beauty, history, and talent that

make Port Allegany a special place to live and learn.

Rich-Mar Completion of Project
at Mars History and Landmarks Society Facility

Rich-Mar completed their District Grant Project.
A lot of exterior painting, bathroom improvements, fire extinguisher improvements and

more.
The District will provide us with about $1300 towards this $3000 project.

And via the club's prompting, Mars Area History and Landmarks Society, on their own, is
planning some parking improvements and purchased an AED for the facility.

Thanks to the 12 Rotarians that helped over three work days.



Rich-Mar Watermelon and Pie-Eating Contests
Youngsters and adults joined in eating both watermelon and cream pies at the Pine

Community Day celebration on Saturday, June 21st. The contests were sponsored by the
Rich-Mar Rotary Club, with Chuck Berry being the announcer and Jim and Jan Long, Lou
Sigmund and Gary Weston doing the judging. Sowmya Ramesh and her daughter helped
cut and prepare the watermelons. Competition was intense, especially for those trying to

eat the pies with their hands behind their backs, but it was all was in good fun.

Thanks to everyone who made the events possible.



Rich-Mar 2024-2025 Silver Hero Award



Shelter Box was started by a Rotarian and is now a separate organization supported by
Rotary to provide shelter and provisions to people displaced from their homes due to

natural disasters or conflict.

Melanie and Dave Sturrock in our club satellite are ambassadors who help marshal us all
together in District 7280 to support this worthy cause, which we will certainly continue to

support in years to come.

2025 Rotary Club of Ellwood City Annual Scholarships
The Rotary Club of Ellwood City held its scholarship dinner on May 15th. Seniors from
Ellwood City and Riverside and their families celebrated with the Rotarians. This year, the
Club awarded 6 educational scholarships totaling $6000. In the past, the scholarships were
directed at 4-year and 2- year academics. Recognizing a change in student career choices,
the Rotary Scholarship Committee added another scholarship to support those who are
going into the trades. In addition, the current scholarships have been renamed and criteria
updated to reflect changes in academic standards and testing. Funds for these scholarships
are made possible through the fundraising efforts of the Club, which include: the
Tamburitzans Show, Ellwood City Festival in the Park, and Octoberfest.

The biggest excitement of the evening was for the Trade School awardees, as this is the
first year for the club to give out the scholarship. These students were very appreciative of
the award, as there are few opportunities for financial assistance. Each student gave a short
speech about their activities, their college of choice and academic studies. The Rotary Club
of Ellwood City proudly announces their scholarship winners for the Class of 2025:

Lincoln High School:
Kailyn Hamilton awarded the Baccalaureate Scholarship
Attending: PennWest in California PA. Area of Study: Mechatronics Engineering

Arionna Wawrzynski awarded the Community College Scholarship,
Attending: Butler Community College. Area of Study: Nursing

Justin Spangler awarded the Trade School Scholarship
Attending: New Castle School of Trades. Area of Study HVAC

Riverside High School:
Landon Ritter awarded the Baccalaureate Scholarship
Attending: Duquesne University. Area of Study: Physical Therapy

DeLana Fox awarded the Community College Scholarship
Attending: Community College of Beaver County. Area of Study: Early Childhood Ed

Madelyn Czar awarded the Trade School Scholarship
Attending: UPMC Shadyside School of Nursing Area of Study: Nursing



Scholarship Chairman, Mark Smith with the 2025 Rotary Club of Ellwood City Scholarship
Award Winners.

Left to Right: Lincoln HS-Justin Spangler, Arionna Wawrzynski, Kailyn Hamilton; Riverside
HS-Landon Ritter, DeLana Fox, Madelyn Czar.

Ellwood City 2025 Rotary District Grant
Kids Created Kingdom Playground

In preparation for the summer season, members of the Ellwood City Rotary Club weeded,
repaired broken boards and re- mulched the popular Kids Created Kingdom Playground in
Ewing Park, Ellwood City.

During the third week of May, Rotarians were on hand to weed and rake leaves around the
entire structure along with around benches and in the large sandboxes in preparation for
spreading new mulch. Three dump truck loads of mulch were delivered and on Saturday,
May 24th, the Rotarians, four city workers, one backhoe and one bobcat spent the day
spreading wheelbarrows full of new mulch in and around benches, below the swings, sliding
tubes and around the castle.

Although exhausting, it was a wonderful and rewarding experience!



Presque Isle Annual Pancake Breakfast

Butler PM Dale Pinkerton Memorial Golf Tournament
We would love to have Rotarians throughout the district join us for a great day of golf, fun

and fellowship at
The Dale Pinkerton Memorial Golf Outing on August 8th at Slippery Rock Golf

Club.

Since we have a new and bigger location at the SRGC this year, and we’re more central to
the district, we are really hoping district Rotarians will join us. For all Rotarians that join us,
we will give $25 to the project of their choice or to the Rotary Foundation. Additionally, we
will be happy to donate $250 to the project of choice for the club that brings in the most
golfers!



Portersville/Prospect Changing of the Guard
Portersville/Prospect Rotary just finished a fundraiser where we did 5 guns in 5 days. We
also started getting involved with the Cub Scout troop to do work projects together with
them and, last but not least, our Changing of the Guard. President Jim Butler, stepped



down after 7 years and Frank McCowin became the new President. The club thanked Mr.
Butler with a gift for A Job more than Well Done!! And Frank says he has some big shoes to

fill!!!!

Celebrating Mary Lord
“Nothing great in the world has ever been accomplished without

passion.”
Georg W Hegel

Mary Lord has been passionate about Rotary Youth Exchange
since she spent a year in France as a Youth Exchange outbound
student in 2004. She joined Rotary in 2016 and became the
Inbound Coordinator of the District’s Youth Exchange Program in



2018. She has mentored a total of 23 students from 14 countries.
Mary has also served as President of the Rich-Mar Rotary, and she
aspired to become District Governor. She was elected to be the
District Governor for 2026-27, but, unfortunately, cancer had
other plans.

Mary has been fighting colon cancer for the past four years and is currently being made
comfortable through hospice. On display at the District Conference was a Rotary Youth
Exchange Quilt featuring the club banners and student first names of many of the students
Mary has mentored, along with featuring Mary’s banner as an exchange student, too. It will
be given to Mary’s mom, Pat Lord, in honor of Mary’s love and passion for Rotary Youth
Exchange.



Questions? Please contact Kathy Corcoran at 724-513-3856 or email her at
corcoran7667@gmail.com.

PS. Mary would also want you to know she is passionate about baseball, specifically the
Atlanta Braves!

mailto:corcoran7667@gmail.com


Help us celebrate Mary with a donation in her name to The Rotary Foundation. Please
follow the instructions below.

Making an Online Donation to The Rotary Foundation In Honor of Mary Lord

1. Type myrotary.org in your browser’s address bar and click on this link
2. You should now be on the Rotary International Home Page.
3. A. On your computer: Click on blue box “Donate” on the upper right

B. On your phone: Click on Menu upper left and then blue box “Donate”

1. Click on which of the five donation categories you would like to support
2. Check ‘I would like to make this donation in honor or in memory of someone”
3. Click on “In Honor of”
4. Type “Mary Lord” as Name of Honoree
5. Check “Yes, I would like to notify someone of this dedication.”
6. Click Email for “Notification”
7. Type michellebailey110@gmail.com as recipient’s email address. Michelle will share

the list of donors and any messages with Mary and her Mom.
8. Type your name as you want it to appear on the notification
9. Choose a design for the notification

10. Feel free to add a personal message to the notification

mailto:michellebailey110@gmail.com


11. Move on to Donation Section
12. Select your country
13. Select your currency
14. Select an amount
15. Choose “Sign In” if you are a Rotarian or Previous Donor and follow the prompts
16. Choose “Continue as a Guest” if you are a first-time donor and follow the prompts
17. Complete payment information and click on “Submit”
18. Thank You!


